
The Periodic Reporting Questionnaire

Periodic Reporting for the World Heritage Convention
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Overview of the Periodic Reporting Questionnaire
Where to access the questionnaire?
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1) State of Conservation

2) Synergies

3) Sustainable Development

4) Governance

5) Management

6) Capacity Development

Core themes of the Periodic Reporting Questionnaire
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1. World Heritage Property Data

2. Other Conventions/Programmes under which the World Heritage property is protected (if applicable)

3. Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

4. Factors Affecting the Property 

5. Protection and Management of the Property 

6. Financial and Human Resources

7. Scientific Studies and Research Projects  

8. Education, Information and Awareness Building 

9. Visitor Management

10. Monitoring 

11. Identification of Priority Management Needs 

12. Summary and Conclusions 

13. Impact of World Heritage Status 

14. Good Practice in the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention 

15. Assessment of the Periodic Reporting Exercise 
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Overview of the Periodic Reporting Questionnaire – Section II
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Chapter 3: Statement of Outstanding Universal Value

Section II



Chapter 3: Statement of Outstanding Universal Value

Section II

http://whc.unesco.org/include/tool_video.cfm?youtubei d=iiSFmP-InWw

Outstanding Universal Value is defined in the Operational 

Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage 

Convention as the

"cultural and/or natural significance which 

is so exceptional as to transcend national 

boundaries and to be of common 

importance for present and future 

generations of all humanity. As such, the 

permanent protection of this heritage is of 

the highest importance to the international 

community as a whole”.

Outstanding Universal Value

(para. 49)
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Chapter 3: Statement of Outstanding Universal Value – Identifying attributes

Section II
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Section II
Chapter 3: Statement of Outstanding Universal Value – Identifying attributes
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Identify attributes on the 
basis of the Statement of 

Outstanding Universal Value 
adopted by the World 

Heritage Committee at the 
time of inscription

Section II
Chapter 3: Statement of Outstanding Universal Value – Identifying attributes



Chapter 3: Statement of Outstanding Universal Value – Identifying attributes

Section II

https://whc.unesco.org/en/guidance-toolkit-impact-assessments/

Tools for identifying attributes
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Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property

Section II



http://whc.unesco.org/include/tool_video.cfm?youtubei d=iiSFmP-InWw

Factors affecting the property 
might have positive or negative 

impacts while threats only refer to 
negative factors

Factors affecting the 
property

Section II
Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property

 4. Factors Affecting the Property

Chapter 4 gathers information on the range of factors that are currently affecting or have strong potential to affect the
property, both positively and negatively.

This chapter provides you with a generic list which has been developed to identify factors that could affect any type of
World Heritage property. The factors are grouped into 13 headings, which are then briefly explained. Beneath each
heading a list of factors appears

The set of factors is parallel to the set of threats in the World Heritage State of Conservation
database (http://whc.unesco.org/en/factors/).

The first stage in the assessment is to click the box below each factor to indicate if this factor is relevant or not relevant
to the property. If a factor was reported as causing an impact in the last Periodic Report, then you will automatically be
asked to consider that factor in this cycle. Please note that this assessment is about both positive and negative factors.

If the factor is not relevant, then move on to the next factor; if the factor is relevant then a second line of assessment
questions will appear.

This assessment will ask you about the impact and origin of the factor. If your property is a national or transnational
serial site, then you will have the option of identifying which component(s) is/are affected by a particular factor in your
answers to questions 4.15/4.16.

You will be asked to identify whether the impact of the factor is positive and/or negative; whether it is current and/or
potential and whether the origin of the factor is inside and/or outside of the property. You will also be asked to specify
whether the factor is having a decreasing, stable or increasing impact.

At the end of the list of factors there is an opportunity (question 4.14) to add any additional factors which affect the
property but which have not been covered in 4.1 to 4.13.

http://whc.unesco.org/en/factors/


http://whc.unesco.org/include/tool_video.cfm?youtubei d=iiSFmP-InWw

If your property has been the subject of a 
State of conservation report to the World 

Heritage Committee, within the framework 
of the Reactive Monitoring process, this link 

will open up the relevant entry in the 
World Heritage Centre’s Information 

System on the State of Conservation of 
World Heritage properties. This will provide 

you with a reminder of the factors which 
have affected your property in the past 

sufficiently seriously for it to be referred to 
the World Heritage Committee. The 

database uses the same classification of 
factors as that used in Periodic Reporting. 

Please note that you will be asked later 
about follow-up to decisions of the World 

Heritage Committee.

Reactive Monitoring

Section II
Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property

Chapter 4 gathers information on the range of factors that are currently affecting or have strong potential
to affect the property, both positively and negatively.

This chapter provides you with a generic list which has been developed to identify factors that could
affect any type of World Heritage property. The factors are grouped into 13 headings, which are then
briefly explained. Beneath each heading a list of factors appears

The set of factors is parallel to the set of threats in the World Heritage State of Conservation
database (http://whc.unesco.org/en/factors/).

The first stage in the assessment is to click the box below each factor to indicate if this factor is relevant
or not relevant to the property. If a factor was reported as causing an impact in the last Periodic Report,
then you will automatically be asked to consider that factor in this cycle. Please note that this assessment
is about both positive and negative factors.

If the factor is not relevant, then move on to the next factor; if the factor is relevant then a second line of
assessment questions will appear.

This assessment will ask you about the impact and origin of the factor. If your property is a national or
transnational serial site, then you will have the option of identifying which component(s) is/are affected
by a particular factor in your answers to questions 4.15/4.16.

You will be asked to identify whether the impact of the factor is positive and/or negative; whether it is
current and/or potential and whether the origin of the factor is inside and/or outside of the property. You
will also be asked to specify whether the factor is having a decreasing, stable or increasing impact.

At the end of the list of factors there is an opportunity (question 4.14) to add any additional factors which
affect the property but which have not been covered in 4.1 to 4.13.

http://whc.unesco.org/en/factors/
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Section II
Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property

https://whc.unesco.org/en/soc/



List of Factors equivalent to 
threats/factors on the State of 

Conservation database 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/soc/

Section II
Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property
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Buildings and Development
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Transportation Infrastructure
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Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property

Utilities or Service Infrastructure
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Management and institutional factors
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Climate change and severe weather events
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Physical resource extraction
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Local conditions affecting physical fabric
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Sudden ecological or geological events
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Pollution
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Invasive/alien species or hyper-abundant species
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Biological resource use/modification
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Social/cultural uses of heritage
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Other human activities
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Other factor(s)

Any additional factor not already covered by the list above.

Usually, very site specific
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Threats in Reactive Monitoring

Globally

EUR/NA

Main factors affecting the WH properties

Second Cycle of PR 

• built environment (housing/transportation)

• tourism / visitor / recreational activities

• climate change-related factors 
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Section II
Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property



M
o
d

ul
e
 2

 4. Factors Affecting the Property (Questions 4.15) 

Section II
Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property
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Chapter 4: Factors Affecting the Property - Special cases

Section II
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Contact 

wh-periodicreporting@unesco.org


